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The place where imagination and morals meet.
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Aesop's Fables On Stage
A-SOP, E-SOP OR EYE-SOAP?
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PONDERINGS OF A PENSIVE PLAYWRIGHT:

AN ARTIST’S ACCOUNT:

The fables in this play were all written down at least 2,000 years ago, but many of them 
are probably much older than that, coming from many different cultures and locations. 
They belonged to an “oral tradition” that predates writing—where people passed on each 
story through word-of-mouth, causing them to morph and change as they passed from 
person to person. It’s entirely possible that you’ve heard versions of these stories that 
are a little different than the ones you’ll hear today—maybe told with different characters 
or containing a new moral. All these versions may be descendants of the same set of 
stories—simply told in a different way, or cast under a different light.

That’s my job: I help tell this story with light—light cast from steel instruments that are 
powered by electricity and controlled by a computer. I use different colors and patterns for 
each of the different scenes to help communicate each of the different times and locations 
you’re about to enter. In Aesop’s day, none of this was possible; you just had to make sure 
you built your theatre on the correct side of the mountain so the sun wouldn’t be in the 
audience’s faces. Aesop himself could probably never have imagined we’d tell his stories 
in this way! How do you tell stories? After you hear them today, these stories will belong to 
you as much as they belong to us or to Aesop. Will you tell them differently? 

John Ruml, Lighting Designer

I find it a little difficult to call these “Director’s Notes.” Working on this show I felt more like 
a coach, a respondent, and a curator. Aesop’s Fables has graced our stage no less than 
four times since it was created almost nineteen years ago. Although the stories remain the 
same, the artists have changed from production to production. In this fourth iteration, I had 
the fortune of culling the input of three generations of creative minds that brought these 
stories to life. Our current cast added their own take, bringing new life and insights to the 
show. When all is said and done, the show you are watching is not so much a director’s 
work as it is the culmination of hundreds of hours of rehearsals and performances involving 
countless artists. I hope you enjoy our collaboration!

Larry Snipes, Director
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DARREN VANCE is thrilled to join Lexington Children’s Theatre for the 
first time this season. Darren is a graduate from Catawba College where 
he earned his BFA in Musical Theatre and Minor in Dance. He recently 
finished a run as Race in Newsies at Lees-McRae Summer Theatre in 
North Carolina. He would like to thank his family, friends, Justin Bulla, and 
LCT for giving him an amazing opportunity to pursue his dreams while 
also making an impact on the next generation of theatre practitioners.

THOMAS COSTELLO is thrilled to be returning for his second tour with 
Lexington Children’s Theatre. You may have seen him last fall in Jack 
and the Wonder Beans (Jack) or Amelia Earhart (Reporter). He recently 
finished a run of Jelly’s Last Jam (Melrose Brother) with the North Carolina 
Black Repertory Company and the National Black Theatre Festival. 
Thomas holds a BFA degree in Musical Theatre from The South Carolina 
School of the Arts at Anderson University. Much love and thanks to family, 
friends, and directors for the support and guidance received along the 
journey. Commit-trust-act, Psalm 37:5. Thomas-costello.com.

HANNAH HERNANDEZ is a recent graduate from SUNY Fredonia with 
a BFA in Musical Theatre and is very excited to join Lexington Children’s 
Theatre for their fall season! She was most recently seen in Western 
New York Chamber Orchestra’s production of My Fair Lady: In Concert. 
Other favorite roles include: John Quincy Adams (Bloody Bloody Andrew 
Jackson), Lucio (Measure for Measure), Cha-Cha DiGregorio (Grease), 
Pozzo (Waiting For Godot), Mrs. Bumbrake/Teacher (Peter and the 
Starcatcher), and Belinda Blaire (Noises Off!). Thank you to Mom, Dad, 
and Jake for your constant love and support. 

STORY SPINNERS:

PERSONNEL PROFILES
ERIC ABELE (Costume Designer) Eric is a 
Lecturer of Costume Design at the University of 
Maryland, Baltimore County.  He earned his MFA 
in costume design at the University of Tennessee.  
Eric worked full-time for LCT on and off from 2003 
to 2014, designing costumes, puppets, scenery 
and/or props for over fifty productions.  In his spare 
time, Eric enjoys traveling, reading, or playing with 
his ever-growing menagerie of animals.
KATIE ADLER (Production Construction 
Artist) Katie is excited for her first season at 
Lexington Children’s Theatre! All the way from 
Pittsburgh PA, she is a recent graduate from 
Seton Hill University with her BFA in 2-D Art. In 
addition to her love of theater and paints, she 
enjoys cosplaying and metalsmithing.
SARAH JO ATWOOD (Stage Management 
Intern) Sarah Jo is thrilled to join LCT as their 
Stage Management Intern for the 2019-2020 
season. She is a recent graduate of New York 
University with a BFA in Drama with a focus in 
stage management. She is ecstatic to begin her 
career with this amazing company. 

RHONDA BELL (Resident Teaching Artist) 
Rhonda, a Nashville native, is excited to continue 
her experience at LCT as a Resident Teaching 
Artist. She holds an MA in Theatre from the 
University of Hawai’i at Mānoa and a BA from 
Berea College. Although she is a stage manager 
by trade, Rhonda enjoys teaching and spending 
time with kids.
OCTAVIA BIGGS (Director Shooting Stars 
Youth Theatre) Tavia has worked hard over the 
last 19 years to bring children’s theatre to eastern 
Kentucky. She believes strongly that all children 
have the ability to be creative and through that 
creativity will discover the gifts they possess. 
She would like to thank LCT and the W. Paul and 
Lucille C. Little Foundation!
AARON BOWLING (Production Construction 
Artist) Aaron began his theatrical career 
performing in LCT’s Snow White. Aaron is a 
graduate of UK and spent eight years working 
freelance across South Florida. Aaron worked as 
LCT’s Technical Director and Resident Lighting 
Designer for over three years and continues to 
freelance in the Lexington area. 



PERSONNEL PROFILES
MAKAYLA REED BROWN (Production 
Construction Artist) joined the Lexington 
Children’s Theatre’s production team for most 
of the 18-19 season. Before that she graduated 
with a degree in theatre from Morehead State 
University where she worked in the shop as a 
scenic artist for two years. She wants to thank all 
those who have supported her.
ASHLEE COLLINS (Front of House Manager) is 
thrilled to be back at LCT after two years working 
with Chicago Children’s Theatre and Broadway in 
Chicago. You may remember Ashlee from LCT’s 
Duck for President, Old Dry Frye, and The Lion, 
the Witch, and the Wardrobe. Ashlee is a Discovery 
Educator at The Living Arts and Science Center.
MAGGIE FOLEY (Scenic Charge Artist/Props 
Master) Maggie Foley is thrilled to be at LCT 
for another season of creative fun. She received 
her BA in Theatre with minors in English and Art 
History from North Central College in Naperville, 
IL and is glad to put it to use at such a great place.  
ZACHARY FRYMAN (Resident Teaching Artist) 
Zachary was born and raised in Dry Ridge, 
KY graduation with a B.A. in Theatre from 
Morehead State University. During his time at 
MSU, Zachary toured with The Little Company 
as an actor and teaching artist, directed The 
Giver, and choreographed pieces for the dance 
department. 
BRITTANY JONES (Arts Administration Intern) 
Brittany recently relocated from Jackson, MS 
where she received her B.A. in Theatre from 
Belhaven University. While obtaining her degree, 
Brittany married her high school sweetheart and 
together, they welcomed their daughter to the 
world last December. Brittany is thankful for the 
opportunity to intern with LCT.
SCARLETT KELLUM (Costume Shop Manager) 
Scarlett is excited to join the LCT team. She started 
her career in theater in Northern California where 
she was the costume shop manager/costume 
designer at Theatre Rhinoceros, Second Wind 
Theater, Custom Made Theater, Berkeley Youth 
Theater, Dragon Theater and others.
JEREMY KISLING (Associate Artistic Director 
in Charge of Education) Welcome to LCT! 
Jeremy is so grateful for the community’s 
continued support of our theatre. He received 
his undergraduate degree from the University 
of Northern Iowa and his M.F.A. in Drama and 
Theatre for Youth from the University of Texas at 
Austin. He hopes you take time to stretch your 
imagination!  

COURTNEY JOY MILLER (Education Intern) 
Courtney is a born and raised Montana native, 
and is honored to join LCT for the first time in 
their 2019-2020 Season. She earned her BA in 
Acting & Directing from the University of North 
Dakota and has also served as an Education 
Intern with Seattle Children’s Theatre. 
ERIC MORRIS (Scenic Designer) With 
the help of good and patient teachers, Eric 
graduated Augusta College and later earned 
an MFA in Stage Design from Western Illinois 
University. He has designed and produced live 
music stages, trade shows, dance, opera, and 
theatre. For more than a decade he served as 
the resident scenic and lighting designer for 
LCT, where, with a dedicated staff of talented 
professionals, and just good people, he helped 
produce work seen by hundreds of thousands 
of Kentucky children and adults. He is currently 
on faculty with University of South Carolina, 
and the Designer/Production Manager for USC 
Dance. Mornings, nights, and weekends he 
writes poems and stories and in the in-between 
he writes and records music as one half of the 
duo, Classes of Dynamo. In 2015 his novel 
Jacob Jump was published by Mr. Pat Conroy’s 
Story River Books. He lives in Columbia, South 
Carolina, with his lovely wife and handsome son.
BEN NABINGER (Interim Costume Shop 
Manager) Ben received his BA in Theatre at 
the University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
and worked with LCT for over two years as 
a Costume Intern, Journeyman, and Interim 
Costume Shop Manager. He recently departed 
LCT to pursue his next adventure – his graduate 
degree from UCLA. 
ESTHER NEEL (Assistant Director) Esther 
holds a BA in Theatre Arts with a concentration 
in Scenic Art from Taylor University in Indiana. 
Her first year with LCT was as a Scenic Charge 
Artist. Now in her sixth year with LCT (and the 
new title of Associate Director), Esther has 
directed Fancy Nancy the Musical, Peter Pan Jr., 
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, Charlotte’s Web 
and most recently Holes among many others.
JOHN PERINE (Education Intern) is originally 
from right outside of Nashville, Tennessee, and 
is a recent BFA Theatre for Youth graduate 
from Samford University, where he trained as a 
director, performer, and educator. He is thrilled to 
spend his first year in the professional world as 
a part of the Lexington Children’s Theatre team! 
JOHN RUML (Lighting Designer) is a theatrical 
technician and sound designer born in Redlands, 
CA. His previous work includes the 18/19 
season at Richmond Ballet and two summers at 
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